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� Limited research examines African American males’ academic and nonacademic 

determinants of persistence in higher education as it relates to geographic location. With this 
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study, I intend to contribute new knowledge to the study of African American males in three 

ways. First, I focused on utilizing quantitative analysis to examine Black male academic 

achievement and persistence at 4-year postsecondary institutions, which is far less common as a 

research methodology in studying this student population but critically important to gain a better 

understanding of this phenomenon. Lewis (2016) explained qualitative researchers seek to 

understand social, interpersonal, and intrapersonal transitions, while quantitative researchers 

measure rates of college satisfaction on the basis of grades, support, and identity. According to 

Lewis (2016), quantitative research is the less common approach to African American male 

postsecondary studies. Additionally, literature intended to explore the academic success of 

African American students in postsecondary education tends to combine both male and female 

experiences. I will solely focus on the examination of third-year academic achievement and 

persistence of Black males using a nationally representative sample. 

Secondly, geographic context matters in understanding Black male persistence. 

Researchers discovered student and institutional factors vary according to an institution’s 

location, which is significantly associated with persistence (Sparks & Nunez, 2014). According 

to Sparks and Nunez (2014), location impacts many of the factors (economic capital, social 

capital, academic and social integration, intentions, human capital, and academic preparation) 

associated with individual persistence. Researchers may be able to identify regional areas of the 

United States where Black males are more or less likely to persist at 4-year postsecondary 

institutions with the results of this study. Researchers may be able to influence future higher 

education policy and practice with the gained understanding of geographical location and its 

impact on African American male persistence. Thus, this knowledge creates a vested societal 
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interest spanning state and local governments, practitioners, policymakers, and researchers in 

providing access and resources for Black males.  

Finally, the integration of scholarly theoretical framework assists in facilitating the 

understanding of student departure phenomena and maturation (Strayhorn, 2013b). The 

integration of the theoretical models of student persistence from Tinto (1993) and the conceptual 

framework of Astin (1991) will guide my understanding of Black males’ decisions to stay or 

leave college by their integration into the college academic and social realms (Astin, 1975; Bean, 

1982; Tinto, 1975, 1987, 1993). The�����	��
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2012 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:12) regularly collects student aid 

information from the U.S. Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid Central Processing 

System (CPS), the National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS), and program data files, such as 
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� and employment since their first year in postsecondary 

education. BPS: 12/14 also focused on student enrollment patterns since 2012, including any 

transfers to other institutions stop-out periods, attendance intensity and other certificates and 
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BPS:12/14 applied the Bureau of Economic Analysis of the U.S. Department of 
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